
 

The Paw 
SY 12-13 Volume 24 

1 February 2013 
“Together we can make a difference.” 

www.stut-esb.eu.dodea.edu

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Report Cards 
Report cards were sent home yesterday (31 January) via email, if you haven’t received your child’s 
report card please contact our Registrar, Joanne Swickard (joanne.swickard@eu.dodea.edu) to let 
her know.   
 
AdvancED Parent Meeting 
Every five years every DoDEA school receives a visit from AdvancED, our accrediting agency for a 
formal inspection of our school improvement process. A team will visit our school from 12 – 14 
February. The visit will consist of classroom observations, interviews, paperwork review, and artifact 
review. Students, teachers, and parents will be invited to meet with the team and express their 
views. The parent session will be 13 February at 1500 in the school cafeteria, all parents are welcome 
to attend. 
 
Lost and Found  
Our lost and found closet is overflowing with items found around the school. There are some great 
coats, jackets, lunch boxes, gloves, scarves and hats that are desperately seeking their owners. 
Items are currently displayed on several folding tables near the main office. Please stop by during the 
elementary conferences on Friday to reclaim your lost items. Any thing left at the end of  
Friday (1 February), will be donated to a local charity. 
 
Dental Health Month 
February is Dental Health Month and students in grades Kindergarten through 5th will receive a free 
dental screening by Dr. Lum who is coming to BEMS again this year. He will be here all day on 
February 11th, and 19th. He will visit each elementary class checking students’ teeth, and then giving 
a short lesson on good dental care. If Dr. Lum finds anything that needs further referral, the school 
nurse will be given the paperwork, and parents will be notified.   
 
Pink Shirt Day 
On 27 February 2013 Robinson Barracks EMS and Boeblingen EMS will recognize Pink Shirt Anti-
Bullying Day. Pink Shirt Day started in 2008 by two high school seniors from Canada in response to a 
9th grade boy who was bullied and harassed the entire day for wearing a pink shirt to school. The 
boys went to second hand shops and bought 50 pink shirts to hand out at school the next day. They 
then spent the evening on social media with their friends requesting everyone to wear a Pink shirt to 
stand up against bullying and to show support to the 9th grader who was bullied. The next day over 
400 students wore pink shirts and clothing to school. The bullied student was shocked at the support 
from his classmates, and the bullies never picked on any students the rest of the year.   

Vision:  To inspire curiosity and ambition for life-long learning in every student. 
Mission: Educate, Engage, and Empower Each student to succeed in a dynamic world. 
Goal #1 All students will demonstrate a proficiency in writing strategies in the English Language Arts. 
Goal #2 All students will demonstrate a proficiency in communication in Mathematics. 
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Yearbook Ordering 
Now is the time to order your copy of the 2012-2013 Boeblingen Elementary Middle School Yearbook. 
Yearbooks can be purchased now for the low price of $45.00. You can order your book online at 
www.community.pictavo.com or you can pay by check, or cash, to Mr. Lloyd in room 413b. When 
paying by check, make sure you include your student’s name and homeroom/advisory teacher’s 
name on your check. Please make checks payable to BEMS SAF. 
 
Winter Weather 
Please ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for the weather with coats, hats, scarves, and 
gloves. Students will go outside for lunchtime recess everyday possible. Help us keep our student 
population healthy and warm! Check out the following website for updates on school closures or 
delays: http://www.imcom-europe.army.mil/webs/sites/staff_org/safety/road_conditions/index.asp 
 
GradeSpeed 
GradeSpeed is our on-line grade book program that allows parents to see how their students are 
performing at school. By accessing GradeSpeed on a regular basis you will be able to see the growth 
your student is making at school and avoid any “surprises” when it’s report card time. GradeSpeed is 
available for all students in grades 4 – 8, please follow this link for access: 
https://dodea.gradespeed.net/pc/Default.aspx  
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

18 February Presidents' Day - Federal Holiday 

1 February BEMS (ES Only) Parent/Teacher Conferences 

12 – 14 February School Accreditation Visit from AdvancED 

13 February AdvancED Parent Forum - 1500 

14 February Honor Roll Assembly 
ES – 1:15 
MS – 1:45 

27 February Pink Shirt Anti-Bullying Day (wear a pink shirt to school to 
support anti-bullying)  

11-15  March                  TerraNova Testing 

15 March Middle School Dance 1800 - 2100 

4 April End of Third Quarter (48 days of classroom instruction) 

5 April No school for students - teacher work day 

8 April Begin Spring Recess 

15 April Instruction Resumes - Begin Fourth Quarter 

19 April  BEMS (Both ES/MS) Parent Teacher Conferences 

27 May Memorial Day - Federal Holiday 

13 June End Fourth Quarter & Second Semester (43 Days of instruction) 

14 June No school for students - teacher work day 
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German I 
Students are learning about school supplies, school subjects, the German 
school system, and the German grading system.  The students finished 
their exams and will start on reporting the weather.  
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

German II 
Students have finished a 3D model of a typical 
German town. They presented their town as 
mayor, tourist, or as citizen describing locations 
and places of interest.  They will talk about their 
past activities using the present perfect tense.
  Frau Chalkley 

Health  
Our students are researching a variety of health 
related topics. Some examples are allergies, 
asthma, autism, headaches and migraines, skin 
cancer, diabetes and vaccinations. In addition to 
the research, they are collecting pictures, a show 
and tell item to share, and generating a ten 
question quiz to test the class after their 
presentations.  
    Ms. Mertens 
 



World Geography  
Beginning the first week of February, students will begin their unit on 
Southwest and Central Asia. Per the DoDEA standards (7SS1, 2, 3, 4, & 
5) students will be able to identify, analyze, describe, evaluate, and make 
connections between geographic characteristics, economic systems, 
historical events, types of governments, and cultural aspects of these 
regions.  Please be watching for directions to come home about their 
regional project for this unit.  - Ms. Parker 
 
Science  
7th Grade Science will begin our life science units.  In early 
February, students will be introduced to plant and animal 
cells.  Students will learn plant and animal organelles and 
their functions. This unit leads into the study of body 
systems and heredity.  Standards:  7Sb: 1-4. 
 
Intermediate Band  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intermediate band students will travel to Heidelberg on March 7 and 8 
for concerts with Heidelberg, Wiesbaden and Robinson Barracks 
students and master classes with Army band musicians. This festival 
gives students a chance to play advanced repertoire with instrumentation 
that is not available in their home schools. 
 
Intermediate and beginning band students continue to work on rhythmic 
counting skills and increasing their knowledge of key signatures and 
accidentals.   
 
All bands are preparing for the next BEMS concert on March 19 at 1800 
in the gym.  Mark your calendars!! - Ms. Brashier 

Heidelberg District 
Middle School Honor Band 

Festival 



Language Arts  
We just finished reading Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island

 

.  The 
third floor hallway is decorated with biographies of villainous pirates, 
stories of notorious pirate ships, very creative book covers and 
characterizations.  Students presented their informative speeches at an 
End-of-the-Book Pirate Party. 

 

                             
 
We will kick off the third quarter with 6+1 Writing Traits Group Project 
in our study of Greek Mythology.  This quarter we will read rick 
Riordan’s The Lightning Thief

 

.  Students have taken on the names of 
Greek gods and goddesses and will use descriptive, persuasive, narrative 
and expository writing techniques to write essays on the topic. 

        Mrs. Casciaro 
 
 



Sunshine Math 
 

   The Sunshine Math program is in 

full swing, but we still need more 

volunteers!  We meet Wednesday 

mornings after drop-off (8ish) and 

socialize while we grade math 

worksheets (answers provided).  If 

you’re interested please email 

Cynde at tchwholbeck@yahoo.com 

or simply show up and enjoy the 

fun!   

 

   Also if your middle school student 

has forgotten or misplaced a 

worksheet, no problem.  You can 

now access the weekly worksheets 

on our BEMS PTA website:  

www.bulldogpta.org. 

 

 

Hump Day 

Lunch 
 

   February’s Hump Day Lunch is 

right around the corner.  This once-a-

month fundraising event brings a 

tasty, hot meal to our wonderful 

teachers and staff at BEMS.  Our next 

Hump Day Lunch will be held 

Wednesday, 13 February, in the 2nd 

Floor teachers’ lounge.  This 

month’s sponsors are the Middle 

School 7th and 8th grade classes.   

 

   Volunteers are needed to host the 

event and to prepare and donate 6 hot 

dishes or soups and 6 salads.  The 

food should be delivered to the 

teachers’ lounge by 10:00 am.  We 

also need three people to help with 

set up, money collection, and 

cleanup.  If you are interested in 

helping, sign up to volunteer at:  

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals

.php?t=JORH8647&v=8038da89e4 
 

 

PTA General 

Meeting 
 

   Our next PTA General meeting 

will be held at 14:30 on Thursday, 7 

February, 2013, in the school library.  

Please come to meet other members 

and the board to discuss important 

topics including our budget.   
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BEMS students, families and teachers worked together  

to collect 7,843 Box Tops for the grade level competition  

that ended January 17th!!!  

 

(That’s 1,101 more than our October collection! Keep up the great work!) 

 

Congratulations to the winning classes! 

 

Grade Level Winners: 

Kindergarten – Erickson 

1st Grade – Ortwein 

2nd Grade – Delgado 

3rd Grade – Kennedy 

4th Grade – Thomas 

 5th Grade – Bauer-Borkowski 

 6th Grade – Garcia 

 7th Grade – Mertens 

 8th Grade – Harrison 
 

Keep clipping Box Tops!  

Don’t forget to ask your grandparents, neighbors and friends to save their  

Box Tops for our school.  All proceeds help support students and faculty of BEMS. 

Thank you for supporting our program!!! 

BEMS PTA Box Tops Committee 



Shop online and earn
                     for our school!

© 2012 General Mills. A27814

Sign up to support
our school at
www.btfe.com

Start EVERY online
shopping trip at the
Box Tops Marketplace

Watch our earnings
GROW!!!

Visit btfe.com/marketplace to see all the stores where you can
shop online and earn eBoxTops® with every qualified purchase.

visit www.btfe.com/marketplace for a full list of our 200+ marketplace retailers

homedepot.com



  

***Spring Session 

Kick off meeting*** 

 

What is Lego: Mindstorms Robotics?  Students are immersed 

in real-world science and technology challenges. Teams design their 

own solution to a current scientific question or problem and build 

autonomous LEGO robots that perform a series of missions. 

 

Date:  Wednesday, February 6, 2013 

Time:  2:45 

Location:  BEMS Cafeteria 

Who:  ALL 5
th

 -8
th

 graders, 

Interested students and their parents 

 
Students meet weekly after Feb 6 until our final robotics 

challenge during the Science Fair on May 15. 

 

Adult volunteers also needed to supervise  

groups.  No experience necessary! 
 

Questions?  Contact:bulldogpta@gmail.com  

Visit www.BEMSPTA.org for details 

mailto:bulldogpta@gmail.com
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